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Executive Order 12807— 
Interdiction of Illegal Aliens 


May 24, 1992 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including sections 
212(f) and 215(a)(1) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as amended (8 U.S.C. 
1182(f) and 1185(a)(1)), and whereas: 

(1) The President has authority to suspend 
the entry of aliens coming by sea to the Unit- 
ed States without necessary documentation, 
to establish reasonable rules and regulations 
regarding, and other limitations on, the entry 
or attempted entry of aliens into the United 
States, and to repatriate aliens interdicted 
beyond the territorial sea of the United 
States; 

(2) The international legal obligations of 
the United States under the United Nations 
Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees 
(U.S. T.L.A.S. 6577; 19 U.S.T. 6223) to apply 
Article 33 of the United Nations Convention 
Relating to the Status of Refugees do not 
extend to persons located ea the terri- 
tory of the United States; 

(3) Proclamation No. 4865 suspends the 
entry of all undocumented aliens into the 
United States by the high seas; and 

(4) There continues to be a serious prob- 
lem of persons attempting to come to the 
United States by sea without necessary docu- 
mentation and otherwise illegally; 

I, George Bush, President of the United 
States of America, hereby order as follows: 

Section 1. The Secretary of State shall un- 
dertake to enter into, on behalf of the United 
States, cooperative arrangements with appro- 
priate foreign governments for the purpose 
of preventing illegal migration to the United 
States by sea. 

Sec. 2. (a) The Secretary of the Depart- 
ment in which the Coast Guard is operating, 
in consultation, where appropriate, with the 
Secretary of Defense, the Attorney General, 


and the Secretary of State, shall issue appro- 
priate instructions to the Coast Guard in 
order to enforce the suspension of the entry 
of undocumented aliens = sea and the inter- 
diction of any defined vessel carrying such 
aliens. 

(b) Those instructions shall apply to any 
of the following defined vessels: 

(1) Vessels of the United States, meaning 
any vessel documented or numbered pursu- 
ant to the laws of the United States, or owned 
in whole or in part by the United States, a 
citizen of the United States, or a corporation 
incorporated under the laws of the United 
States or any State, Territory, District, Com- 
monwealth, or possession thereof, unless the 
vessel has been granted nationality by a for- 
eign nation in accord with Article 5 of the 
Convention on the High Seas of 1958 (U.S. 
T.1.A.S. 5200; 13 U.S.T. 2312). 

(2) Vessels without nationality or vessels 
assimilated to vessels without nationality in 
accordance with paragraph (2) of Article 6 
of the Convention on the High Seas of 1958 
(U.S. T.1.A.S. 5200; 13 U.S.T. 2312). 

(3) Vessels of foreign nations with whom 
we have arrangements authorizing the Unit- 
ed States to stop and board such vessels. 

(c) Those instructions to the Coast Guard 
shall include appropriate directives providing 
for the Coast ai 

(1) To stop and board defined vessels, 
when there is reason to believe that such ves- 
sels are engaged in the irregular transpor- 
tation of persons or violations of United 
States law or the law of a country with which 
the United States has an arrangement au- 
thorizing such action. 

(2) To make inquiries of those on board, 
examine documents and take such actions as 
are necessary to carry out this order. 

(3) To return the vessel and its passengers 
to the country from which it came, or to an- 
other country, when there is reason to be- 
lieve that an offense is being committed 
against the United States immigration laws, 
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or appropriate laws of a foreign country with 
which we have an arrangement to assist; pro- 
vided, however, that the Attorney General, 
in his unreviewable discretion, may decide 
that a person who is a refugee will not be 
returned without his consent. 


(d) These actions, pursuant to this section, 
are authorized to be undertaken only beyond 
the territorial sea of the United States. 


Sec. 3. This order is intended only to im- 
prove the internal management of the Execu- 
tive Branch. Neither this order nor any agen- 
cy guidelines, procedures, instructions, direc- 
tives, rules or regulations implementing this 
order shall create, or shall be construed to 
create, any right or benefit, substantive or 
procedural (including without limitation any 
right or benefit under the Administrative 
Procedure Act), legally enforceable by any 
party against the United States, its agencies 
or instrumentalities, officers, employees, or 
any other person. Nor shall this order be con- 
strued to require any procedures to deter- 
mine whether a person is a refugee. 


Sec. 4. Executive Order No. 12324 is 
hereby revoked and replaced by this order. 


Sec. 5. This order shall be effective imme- 
diately. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
May 24, 1992. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
5:03 p.m., May 28, 1992] 


Note: This Executive order was published in 
the Federal Register on June 1. 


White House Statement on Haitian 
Migrants 


May 24, 1992 


President Bush has issued an Executive 
order which will permit the U.S. Coast 
Guard to begin returning Haitians picked up 
at sea directly to Haiti. This action follows 
a large surge in Haitian boat people seeking 
to enter the United States and is necessary 


May 24 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


to protect the lives of the Haitians, whose 
boats are not equipped for the 600 mile sea 
journey. 


The large number of Haitian migrants has 
led to a dangerous and unmanageable situa- 
tion. Both the temporary processing facility 
at the U.S. Naval Base, Guantanamo and the 
Coast Guard cutters on patrol are filled to 
capacity. The President’s action will also 
allow continued orderly processing of more 
than 12,000 Haitians presently at Guanta- 
namo. 


Through broadcasts on the Voice of Amer- 
ica and public statements in the Haitian 
media, we continue to urge Haitians not to 
attempt the dangerous sea journey to the 
United States. Last week alone, 18 Haitians 
perished when their vessel capsized off the 
Cuban coast. 


Under current circumstances, the safety of 
Haitians is best assured by remaining in their 
country. We urge any Haitians who fear per- 
secution to avail themselves of our refugee 
processing service at our Embassy in Port- 
au-Prince. The Embassy has been processing 
refugee claims since February. We utilize 
this special procedure in only four countries 
in the world. We are prepared to increase 
the American Embassy staff in Haiti for refu- 
gee processing if necessary. 


The United States Coast Guard has picked 
up over 34,000 since the coup in Haiti last 
September 30. Senior U.S. officials are seek- 
ing the assistance of other countries and the 
United Nations to help deal with the plight 
of Haitian boat people, and we will continue 
our intensive efforts to find alternative solu- 
tions to avoid further tragedies on the high 
seas. 


The President has also directed an inten- 
sification of our ongoing humanitarian assist- 
ance efforts in Haiti. Our current programs 
total $47 million and provide food for over 
600,000 Haitians and health care services 
which reach nearly 2 million. We hope other 
nations will also increase their humanitarian 
assistance as called for in the resolution on 
Haiti passed by the OAS foreign ministers 
on May 17. 
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Radio Address to the Nation on 
Memorial Day 


May 25, 1992 


For many, Memorial Day signals summer's 
arrival. Families will pull out the picnic bas- 
kets and charcoal grills and head for the 
beach or the park. But, more importantly, 
Memorial Day is one of our Nation’s most 
solemn observances. 

On this sacred day, we honor those Ameri- 
cans who died fighting for freedom. We 
pause to remember, to think about the mean- 
ing of the loss of brave men and women who 
did not return from the battle. And in ceme- 
teries all across this great land, people will 
place flags or lay bouquets on quiet graves 
“where valor proudly sleeps.” 

On this day, we must tell the stories of 
those who fought and died in freedom’s 
cause. We must tell their stories because 
those who've lost loved ones need to know 
that a grateful Nation will always remember. 
We must tell their stories so that our children 
and grandchildren will understand what our 
lives might have been like had it not been 
for their sacrifice. The thousands of us who 
fought alongside brave friends who fell will 
never hear “Taps” played without remem- 
bering them, nor will their families and 
friends. 

So, let us remember the cause for which 
these Americans fought and the freedom and 
peace bought with their life’s blood, and let 
us pass along to a new generation the awe- 
some accounts of honor and courage. On 
Wednesday at the Naval Academy’s com- 
mencement, I will talk about how the great 
victory of freedom in the world is a vindica- 
tion of the American ideal. And I will remind 
those graduates that democracy is not our 
creation; it is our inheritance. 

These reminders are important, for as 
someone said, “Memory performs the impos- 
sible for man, holds together past and 
present.” So then, we who are left must nur- 
ture the sacred memories of those who paid 
the ultimate price. And we must let their sac- 
rifices give meaning and purpose to our Na- 
tion’s future. Because they fought, we have 
freedoms many all too often take for granted. 
And because of their sacrifice, our children 
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can sleep soundly without the threat of nu- 
clear war hanging over their heads. 

May God bless the families of all whom 
we honor. And may God bless the United 
States of America. 


Note: This address was recorded at 8:05 a.m. 
on May 21 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast after 9 a.m. on May 25. 


Memorandum Certifying United 
States Assistance to Ethiopia 


May 26, 1992 


Presidential Determination No. 92-27 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Determination and Certification 
Under Section 8 of the Horn of Africa 
Recovery and Food Security Act: Ethiopia 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 8 of the Horn of Africa Recovery and 
Food Security Act (Public Law 102-274; 106 
Stat. 115), I hereby determine and certify 
that the Government of Ethiopia: 

(1) has begun to implement peace agree- 
ments and national reconciliation agree- 
ments; 

(2) has demonstrated a commitment to 
human rights within the meaning of sec- 
tions 116 and 502B of the Foreign As- 
sistance Act of 1961; 

(3) has manifested a commitment to de- 
mocracy, has established a timetable for 
free and fair elections, and has agreed 
to implement the results of those elec- 
tions; and 

(4) has agreed to distribute developmental 
assistance on the basis of need without 
regard to political affiliation, geographic 
location, or the ethnic, tribal, or reli- 
gious identity of the recipient. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination and certification to the 
Congress and to publish it in the Federal 
Register. 


George Bush 


Note: This memorandum was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on May 27. 
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Memorandum on Arms Exports to 
the Comoros 


May 26, 1992 


Presidential Determination No. 92-28 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Eligibility of the Comoros to be 
Furnished Defense Articles and Services 
Under the Foreign Assistance Act and the 
Arms Export Control Act 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 503(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2311(a)), and 
section 3(a)(1) of the Arms Export Control 
Act (22 U.S.C. 2753(a)(1)), I hereby find and 
determine that the furnishing of defense arti- 
cles and services to the Government of the 
Comoros will strengthen the security of the 
United States and promote world peace. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress and to 
publish it in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 


Note: This memorandum was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on May 27. 


Remarks at the United States Naval 
Academy Commencement 
Ceremony in Annapolis, Maryland 


May 27, 1992 


Thank you, Mr. Secretary, and thank all 
of you. Thank you, Larry Garrett. Please be 
seated. And may I salute our great CNO, Ad- 
miral Kelso, who’s with us today, and our Su- 
perintendent, Admiral Lynch, the several 
Members of the United States Congress that 
are here today. I want to single out the Navy 
band, thank the Academy band; and Captain 
Bill Hines, the Senior Chaplain; and Mid- 
shipmen First Class Joe Lienert and Melissa 
Miceli for leading us in the national anthem. 
Officers, members of the faculty, friends, 
parents, the Brigade, and of course, the Class 
of 1992. As I said that, the sun came out. 
[Laughter] Now, thank you for this warm 
welcome. Let me add a special salute to an 
honorary classmate of the Class of 92: Mid- 
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shipman Rob Boehning, a model of courage 
to his classmates. 

Now, the real reason I came here today: 
I just wanted to salute the class that finally 
captured the Army mules. And to show you 
that I took Larry Garrett’s remarks to heart, 
I will now tell you my favorite Billy Graham 
story about the guy, the graduation speaker, 
goes on and on and on. A guy sitting over 
here picks up the gavel, heaves it at him, 
misses, hits a woman in the front row, and 
she said, “Hit me again. I can still hear him.” 
[Laughter] 

Look what you’re in for. [Laughter] No, 
they're double-spaced. 

As President, I’ve made it my mission to 
preserve three legacies of concern to all 
Americans. I spoke a few days ago at South- 
ern Methodist University about the new eco- 
nomic realities, about the promising job op- 
portunities that we’re going to have in the 
next century. At Notre Dame, my focus was 
the family because the first lessons in faith 
and character are learned at home. But today 
I want to speak about the great mission 
you ve taken up as your own: preserving free- 
dom, keeping the peace. 

You take up your watch at a watershed mo- 
ment, as old orders give way to new. Just 
think of the changes, the remarkable changes 
that have taken place since you first came 
to Annapolis 4 years ago, for plebe summer 
way back in 1988. That was a different era, 
another world, literally. Europe was a con- 
tinent divided, East from West. From 
Central America to the Horn of Africa to Af- 
ghanistan and Southeast Asia, the U.S. faced 
Soviet expansionism. Today all that has 
changed. Today, the “dominoes” fall in de- 
mocracy’s direction. Today, the Wall, the 
Warsaw Pact, the Soviet empire, even the 
Soviet Union itself, all are gone, swept away 
by the most powerful idea known to man: 
the undeniable desire of every individual to 
be free. 

We must recognize these events for what 
they were: a vindication of our ideals, a testa- 
ment to faith, but also a victory for the men 
and women who fought for freedom. Be- 
cause this triumph didn’t just happen. Impe- 
rial communism didn’t just fall. It was 


pushed. 
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Your generation will be the first to enjoy 
the fruits of that victory. Today, the threat 
of a lightning strike across the fields of Eu- 
rope has vanished with the Warsaw Pact. The 
threat of nuclear war is more distant than 
at any time in the past four decades. As Com- 
mander in Chief, I think back often to the 
day I did what so many of my predecessors 
must have longed to do, to give the order 
for many of our nuclear forces to stand down 
from alert. Last week in Lisbon, we reached 
agreement with four of the new nations of 
the old Soviet 
Kazakhstan, and Byelarus, to make good on 
the great promise of the START Treaty that 


empire, Russia, Ukraine, 


we signed just a year ago 

The end of the cold war, it means new 
opportunities for global prosperity. Free 
market reform is now sweeping away the 
dead hand of state socialism. Capitalism is 
recognized the world Over as the engine of 
prosperity and social progress. And nations 
are reorganizing themselves to unleash the 
limitless potential of the individual. 

Governments can help foster free enter- 
prise or they can put obstacles in its path. 
There is no question what course we must 
take. The United States will remain a forceful 
advocate for free trade. But the promise of 
new prosperity must not blind us to the new 
challenges of new economic realities. Nations 
that lack the confidence to compete will be 
tempted to seek refuge behind the walls of 
protectionism. We must fight the protection- 
ist impulse here at home, and we must work 
with our partners for trade that is free, fair, 
and open. 


Beyond this economic challenge, we must 


see clearly the dangers that remain. And yes, 
since the day you came to Annapolis, we have 


made great gains for freedom. But we have 
not yet entered an era of perpetual peace. 

Some see the great triumph I mentioned 
a moment ago not simply as cause for cele- 
bration but as proof that America’s work in 
the world is finished, is done. The fact is, 
never in the long history of man has the 
world been a benign place. It will take hard 
efforts to make and ies it a better place, 
and there is no substitute in this effort for 
America’s strength and sense of purpose. 
When look to the United 
States, they see a nation that combines eco- 


other nations 
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nomic and military might with a moral force 
that’s born of its founding ideals. 

Even in our new world, as old threats re- 
cede, new ones emerge. With the end of the 
East-West standoff, ideology has given way 
to ethnicity as a key factor for conflict. An- 
cient hatreds, ethnic rivalries frozen in time, 
threaten to revive themselves and to re- 
ignite. We see it now in the war-ravaged Bal- 
kans, in tensions within and among some of 
the new nations of the old Soviet empire. 
For all the overwhelmingly hopeful aspects 
of the new nationalism we see in the world, 
for all the proud history and heritage we see 
reclaimed, for all the captive nations now 
free, we must guard against those who would 
turn the noble impulse of nationalism to neg- 
ative ends. 

We will face new challenges in the realm 
of diplomacy. Where in the past we've relied 
almost entirely on established, formal alli- 
ances, the future may require us to turn more 
often to coalitions built to respond to the 
needs of the moment. Where in the past, 
international organizations like the U.N., the 
United Nations, had been paralyzed by cold 
war conflict, we will see a som where they 
can now be a force for peace. Where in the 
past, many times the Roan burdens of 
leadership fell to our Nation, we will now 
see more efforts made to seek consensus and 
concerted action. 

The United States will never rely on other 
nations to defend its interests, but we can 
and will seek to act in concert with the com- 
munity of nations to defend common inter- 
ests and ideals. We saw a glimpse of that fu- 
ture in the Persian Gulf. Such a world puts 
a premium on nations certain of their inter- 
ests, faithful to their ideals, and on leaders 
ready to act. 

We will face new challenges that take us 
beyond containment to a key role in helping 
forge a democratic peace. In the weeks 
ahead, Congress will be considering what we 
call the “FREEDOM Support Act”—to pro- 
mote democratic reform in Russia and the 
other Commonwealth states. For all the pres- 
sure to focus our energies on needs here at 
home, and for all that we must do and will 
do to open new opportunities to every Amer- 
ican here at home, we cannot fail in this criti- 
cal mission. 
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When we think of the world you and your 
children will inherit, no single factor will 
shape their future more than this: whether 
the lands of the old Soviet empire move for- 
ward into democracy or slide back into anar- 
chy or authoritarianism. The outcome of this 
great transition will affect everything from 
the amount of resources Government must 
devote to defense instead of domestic needs 
to a future for our children free from fear. 

And yes, the aid that I have requested 
from the Congress is significant, but it is also 
a tiny fraction of the $4 trillion that this Na- 
tion spent to wage and win the cold war. We 
owe it to those who began the task as well 
as those who will come up afterward to finish 
the great work that we have begun. 

But if we hope to remain free and at peace 
in the world, a world that still holds dangers, 
we must maintain defenses adequate to the 
task. This defense rests on four key elements. 

First, we must maintain a strong strategic 
deterrent. And yes, our nuclear forces can 
and will be smaller in the future. But even 
in the aftermath of the cold war, Russia re- 
tains its nuclear arsenal. We learned in 
Desert Storm about the progress that Iraq 
had made toward building nuclear weapons 
of its own. We must heed the lessons learned 
in the Gulf war, when a single Scud missile 
took the lives of more Americans than any 
other combat action in that war. We cannot 
count on deterrence to stop a madman with 
missiles. We must deploy a defense against 
ballistic missile attack. 

Second, security means forward deploy- 
ment. From the 40 years of cold war to the 
40 days of Desert Storm, forward deployed 
forces have contributed to the world’s stabil- 
ity and helped America keep danger far from 
its shores. Even in our new world, with the 
tremendous political transformation we’ve 
worked to bring about, the fundamental facts 
of geopolitics don’t change. Forward de- 
ployed forces—I’m talking about ground 
forces, and I am talking the United States 
Navy—will keep America safe in the century 
ahead as they have in the century now com- 
ing to a close. 

Third, the nature of the challenges we are 
likely to face will put a premium on rapid 
response. We live in a day when clear and 
present dangers are few, when new threats 
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can emerge with little or no warning. 
Throughout history, our ability to project 
power has helped us keep the peace, and if 
need be, to win the war. And this I pledge 
as Commander in Chief: America’s forces 
will continue to be the best-trained, the best- 
equipped and most battle-ready forces any- 
where in the entire world. We owe it to the 
generations coming up. 

Fourth, even as we reduce our armed 
forces, we must retain the capability to re- 
constitute sufficient forces to meet the future 
threats that we may face. As we make signifi- 
cant cuts in our defense procurement, we’ve 
got to keep in mind that production lines for 
planes and tanks and ships cannot be turned 
on and off like water from a faucet. We’ve 
got to keep our technological edge, keep our 
R&D focused on the next generation of 
weapons that you'll need to succeed. 

In conclusion, I just want to turn now to 
a final challenge, one that begins with a hard- 
won truth that shines through this century's 
great conflicts: America is safest at home 
when we stand as a force for stability in the 
world. In many respects, reaffirming this 
truth in our new world may be the greatest 
challenge of all because the history of this 
century reveals in the American character a 
desire to see in every hard-won victory a sign 
that America’s work in the world is done. 
Such an urge is not unusual in democracies. 
It’s a trait found in nations more interested 
in the quiet joys of home than in the glories 
of conquest abroad. But it can be devastating 
in a world that still holds dangers for our 
interests and ideals. 

Winston Churchill made this point the 
theme of the last volume in his epic history 
of World War II. He called it, “How the great 
democracies triumphed and so were able to 
resume the follies which had so nearly cost 
them their life.” Once more, our challenge 
is to avoid the folly that Churchill warned 
of, to remain engaged in the world as a force 
for peace. We will do it with your help, 
through the leadership you provide. Today, 
John Paul Jones would say, “The measure 
of a ship is not its guns but its courageous 
men and women.” Your courage, your integ- 
rity, your ability to lead, these are the quali- 
ties on which our Nation’s security depends. 
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More than once this century, America has 
proved its mettle. More than once, we've 
come late to conflict and turned back mortal 
threats to freedom. But as a Nation, we have 
yet to prove that we can lead when there 
is no enemy on the doorstep. We have 
proved and proved again we can win the war. 
Now we must wage the peace. 

Once again, to this wonderful graduating 
class, I wish you well. I wish you Godspeed, 
and thank you all for this warm welcome. 
May I thank the families that have labored 
in sweat to provide this wonderful day for 
these wonderful Midshipmen, now to be En- 
signs or Lieutenants. Welcome, congratula- 
tions to the Class of 1992. And may God bless 
the United States of America, the freest, 
greatest country on the face of the Earth. 
Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. at 
the Navy/Marine Corps Memorial Stadium. 
In his remarks, he referred to Lawrence Gar- 
rett III, Secretary of the Navy; Rear Admiral 
Thomas C. Lynch, Superintendent of the U.S. 


Naval Academy; and Midshipman Ist Class 
Robert Boehning, an honorary graduate. 


Remarks in a Roundtable Discussion 
With the Mount Paran Christian 
School Community in Marietta, 
Georgia 

May 27, 1992 


The President. Thank you, Dr. Walker, 
and all of you for taking your time. But what 
I wanted to do is just say a couple of brief 
remarks and then listen to you. 

Tomorrow there’s a report coming out on 
the schools. It’s an NAEP report. I think it 
will be announced by the Education Depart- 
ment. And it’s got some troubling statistics 
in it, conclusions in it about kids: Too much 
television; not enough reading, parents read- 
ing to the kids, kids doing reading. And I 
just wish Barbara were here because she 
spends a great deal of her life encouraging 
families to read together and teachers and 
kids to read together. But this report is going 
to say that we’ve got a long way to go. 
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Having said that, I am told that this school 
sets a pretty darn good example for the rest 
of the State, community, and Nation really 
in terms of parental involvement which we 
think is absolutely fundamental and also in 
terms of teacher-kid relationship. So what I 
want to do is to hear from you as to how 
you think it’s working. 

We think in America 2000 we have a good, 
strong education program. It puts emphasis 
on school choice. When I got out of the Navy 
a jillion years ago—it’s on my mind because 
I was at the Naval Academy graduation 
today; did not go there—but when I got out 
of the service we had the GI bill. You could 
choose whether you wanted to go to what- 
ever school. Similarly, in some of the grant 
programs for higher education you can 
choose. We think choosing public, private, 
religious schools makes all schools better. 
Competition never hurt anything. And we 
think it is a good way to go. So choice is 
a part of our America 2000 program. And 
then part of it is simply, in a revolutionary 
way, redesigning American education. But 
not dictating from Washington. Say here’s a 
community; you come up with what you 
think is best for your community. Here’s an 
urban area, and you all decide what you think 
is best. 

And so this is our approach, and we’ve got 
a great Secretary of Education, Lamar Alex- 
ander. Dr. Roger Porter, over here, is with 
me in the White House, is an expert on not 
only what we're trying to do but I think on 
American education. So if you ask me ques- 
tions I can’t answer later on in the question- 
and-answer period, I'll just simply turn to 
Roger. 

But I’m told that it works for you, that 
you're getting good results. And I'd like to 
know from all of you, board members, stu- 
dents, whether that conclusion is correct, and 
if so, why. 

Jim, I met your headmaster down there, 
and I don’t know whether we have an order 
here, but maybe he’s a good one to start it 
off. 

Participant. I think something a lot of 
Americans are not aware of is that the Japa- 
nese did this very thing about 15 years ago 
in Japan. They had a system that was pri- 
marily a state system that had bogged down, 
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and the Japanese Government encouraged 
people to create competition and choice by 

aying 50 percent of the tuition for all private 
high school students. And the balance be- 
tween private and public changed dramati- 
cally. Of course, we all know that Japanese 
scores has gone up considerably because of 
that competition. 

But we really believe that competition is 
good for education. I know we have to work 
for our students, and that forces us to do 
a good job with them. We're very excited 
about the students we have. We've got some 
bright ones sitting right next to you, and 
they're going to be going to good colleges. 
We think it’s working well. We'd love to see 
more choice because that competitive aspect 
of education would raise the standards con- 
siderably in this country. 

The President. This is the point, iron- 
ically, that Benno Schmidt, who just left my 
university, Yale, yesterday to work with de- 
veloping brand new schools, revolutionary 
schools, made on one of the television shows 
this morning, the point that choice breeds 
competition, and competition leads to excel- 
lence in the schools that are chosen. And 
then those that aren’t, I am told by education 
officials in Minnesota and elsewhere, up- 
grade themselves. 

How do you feel about all of this? Not 
on just this subject, but any. What do you 
want to share with us about your educational 
experience? 

Participant. Well, there’s been a lot of 
critical influence—[inaudible|—and that is— 
[inaudible|—work at education, got a lot of 
support there. And it’s important how a lot 
of competition, as Dr. Heyman has men- 
tioned—[inaudible|—our entire economic 
system is based on competition. And com- 
petition in education, that’s the key to having 
a quality education. 

The President. Is there a special way in 
which you involve parents, or is it kind of 
an enhanced PTA way of doing it? Again, 
I think one of the things that this report to- 
morrow that Lamar Alexander will be an- 
nouncing said is that we just have got to find 
more ways to get parents and kids involved. 
We're 8 here about mainly, I think, 
Roger, out of the public schools, this report 
is based on findings, but parent involvement 
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with kids, homework, reading, particularly 
reading. This relates largely to reading, this 
report that will be out. And we're just not 
performing as a nation. 

But do you all have very active parent par- 
ticipation at the school, or is it just encourag- 
ing parents at home to do more with the kids. 
Who can pitch in on that one? 

Participant. I think we enter into a cov- 
enant relationship with parents. They are 
asking us for a certain service, and we, on 
the other hand, are asking them to partici- 
pate in that service. So almost on a daily basis 
I have parents in my classroom—[inaudi- 
ble|—but also being the parent of an older 
student here, I had an opportunity to be in- 
volved in your classroom. And on that daily 
basis, the parents were in and out different 
times, I don’t know when they're coming. 
They're very helpful when they come. My 
classroom door is always open. 

And at the same time in entering that cov- 
enant with the parents I—[inaudible]—in 
things that would take the school back into 
the hi also. And I think that says to the 
child that the parent cares about what’s hap- 
pane and my teacher cares about what’s 

appening, which brings a positive learning 
environment for the student. 

Participant. Mr. President, there’s an- 
other aspect to this, too, the financial aspect. 
Parents get involved in doing projects for the 
school financially. When you go to the gym- 
nasium you look at the bleachers; that’s the 
parents. Look at the new lights overhead; 
those are from the parents. Take a look at 
the ball fields; those are from the parents. 
They buy into it; they claim ownership. And 
I think that may be what is happened in a 
lot of the public schools, having a lack of 
ownership on the part of the community and 
the parents. 

The President. Some schools in the public 
school system really do strive for that. It 
doesn’t have quite the same feeling, but they 
have much more active parental tionshigs 
than others. And I’m told that those make 
a tremendous difference. 

Who else? 

Participant. Mr. President, I also wanted 
to let you know, with the parents’ involve- 
ment here, we send home a parent informa- 
tion packet every 2 weeks, send it home and 
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that way nothing is lost along the way. The 
parents look at those, initial it, and send it 
back. I am a teacher here as well as a parent, 
and I appreciate the information packet that 
comes home. 

Participant. Sir, what I was going to say 
is what it does for me as a parent is that 
here in a Christian school, private school, I 
can have confidence in the moral values that 
are being taught and the absolutes that are 
being taught through the school. I have a 
friend who left this week to go to Moscow, 
and he’s going to be teaching 800 public 
school teachers and administrators on bib- 
lically-based values to be implemented with 
the students. And that’s forbidden here in 
America. And so I have appreciated the op- 
tions, the choice that I could have to make 
sure that there’s some values that I believe 
are important. 

We've seen this past week that it’s risky 
business politically sometimes to make a 
commentary on Hollywood sitcoms that 
choose to advocate more of a liberal moral 
code and disguise it as personal choice. Well, 
I’m a licensed marriage and family therapist, 
and I’ve seen what the consequences are 
when people make choices that they don’t 
think of what’s going to happen to them- 
selves, to their children, to their spouses. And 
so I’m glad that we've got this vialog going 
and this debate, national debate, because I 
think it’s going to allow us to take a stand 
morally for absolutes that will, I think, lead 
us to a better place in the country that no 
amount of Federal funding can cure. So 
that’s the conviction that I have as a parent. 

The President. And I keep saying this, but 
I'll repeat it to you all. I said it in the State 
of the Union. When the mayors from this 
National League of Cities came to see me, 
some from gigantic cities—Los Angeles, Tom 
Bradley was one of them—to small, almost 
towns, to medium-sized cities like—I think 
of Plano, Texas, which is fairly small—and 
united, Republican, Democrat, liberal, con- 
servative, about the root cause of much of 
our urban decline was the diminution of the 
family, the decline of the American family. 

And yes, we get criticized for raising it, 
but we’re going to keep on talking about that 
and trying to encourage family participation. 
We've got this family commission, this com- 
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mission on the family, and they will be re- 
porting in a few months, looking at legislation 
to see if there’s anything in the legislation 
that encourages through financial incentive 
a husband and wife to live apart, for example. 
We can’t have that anymore. They're going 
to be looking at all kinds of things to come 
in with recommendations as to how to turn 
around this decline in the American family, 
the falling apart of the family structure. And 
I will keep on talking about it, and I think 
it’s something that the American people are 
sensitive to and want to find ways to help. 

And so we'll keep trying. And when Bar- 
bara goes out and hugs a kid and talks about 
reading to children, I think this is the way 
you strengthen families. If a kid comes home 
from school, no matter how impoverished the 
neighborhood, and picks up a book and sits 
with the kid and they read back and forth, 
that helps. And there’s no question about it. 
And it might not be as sophisticated as some 
of our critics would like to have it, but it’s 
fundamental. And it’s good, I think. And so, 
when I sit there in the diplomatic entrance 
of the White House in what, okay, is some- 
what show-biz reading to kids, it’s supposed 
to send a signal that this is a good thing to 
do. 

What were you going to say? 

Participant. Yes, your concern regarding 
the increasing number of children that are 
negatively impacted by many things, the dis- 
integration of family structure, such children 
are being challenged to excel given our na- 
tional educational goals for the year 2000 
without seeing the prerequisite secure and 
stable environment there. Do you see the 
role of the school changing or evolving any 
into the future in terms of trying to meet 
that? 

The President. One of the national goals 
is to have learning take place in a safe and 
sound environment. I think a lot of schools 
are way out in front; I assume this is one 
of them in terms of no drugs, for example, 
in terms of getting the place safe. I expect 
you don’t have a day-to-day gun problem in 
this school. Regrettably, other schools do. 
And so, one of the six national goals is to 
have a safe and sound place for people to 
live. 
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So I do see evolution towards that end. 
I am not pessimistic about all this. Unfortu- 
nately, in terms of our national education bill, 
we got socked in the House of Rep- 
resentatives by people that wanted to do it 
the old way, the way that has failed. That 
does not want choice, for example, and that 
wants to have it all mandated out of some 
subcommittee in Washington. We don’t need 
that. I think the country has seen that doesn’t 
work. So, with our new American schools 
concept for example, we're saying to commu- 
nities: You figure it out. Marietta, Georgia, 
might have somewhat different requirements 
than downtown Chicago. 

And so this is the approach we're taking. 
And I do see a favorable evolution towards 
these ideas, but I’m not sure, given the recal- 
citrance in Congress today, that it’s going to 
happen overnight. We’re going to keep push- 
ing because I think the six goals, you know, 
are sound: math and science and, you know, 
nobody's too old to learn. It gets into your 
whole feeling of adult education, tests, vol- 
unteer, but nevertheless, standards so a par- 
ent can tell how his or her kid adds up to 
others across the country. And these are 
good. Knowledge in the key five subjects, 
that’s another one of the goals. 

So I think the education goals that were 
set by Governors, including Georgia’s in a 
very constructive role a few years ago, are 
valid and sound. And what we're saying is 
give the communities and private schools, 
public schools, religious schools the flexibility 
from Washington to achieve these national 
goals. And I think it’s sensible. And I think 
we got a long way to go before everyone in 
the country’s behind this, but I think it’s 
evolving in an evolutionary way. 

Participant. | just think that a big reason 
why this school is so safe and secure like 
you've already mentioned, I think it again 
goes back to the point of parental involve- 
ment. Not only, though, in the academic life 
of students but also in the moral life of the 
students. I think for so long that the liberal 
emphasis has been on letting kids go their 
own way; letting them do their own thing, 
smoke drugs and do everything like that. And 
as a result, because there has been a decline 
in parents there, the television has come in 
to fill the void; news has come in to fill the 
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void, and even government has come in to 
try to fill the void. And I think that again 
we have to get parents back into that role, 
back into setting moral guidelines for their 
own children or else no one is going to. 

The President. Let me just amplify what 
you've said here because I think that’s great. 
You mentioned television. This report that’s 
being issued tomorrow will say that the 
American students spend little time reading 
for pleasure or as part of their schoolwork, 
an visit the library, and watch television 
on average more than 3 hours a day. It will 
also go on to scientifically state that those 
that watch it 2 hours or less do better. And 
2 hours is a lot of TV, but I mean, that is 
a conclusion of the report. Now, who turns 
the set off—probably the parents or some 
counselor saying, look, here’s what happens 
to you if you don’t—or who gives out the 
homework? Those are things that I think are 
vital. 

Participant. Mr. President, I appreciate 
your stand for the value of the family because 
I think that that really is the absolute key 
in terms of whether or not we're going to 
have a successful school or not. I think what 
is the key to success here is that the parents 
that put their kids here are willing to pay 
for it as well as be involved with this program. 
I think that the key also goes back to “In 
God We Trust.” 

We have to have families that have a value 
system and not just nonvalues. I think as a 
result of that, they want to be involved with 
their kids’ lives. You know, they realize that 
love is action, and they’re willing to get in- 
volved in the lives of their kids to see them 
through to the point where they see good 
things going on in their lives. And whether 
it’s working with a rebellious child or working 
with someone who’s getting along very well, 
I think that if there was a goal that we could 
set, I would hope that we might have a tax 
break for the private schools so that hopefully 
two parents don’t have to work to provide 
a private education. It would also be incen- 
tives for the parents to be involved with the 
school system. 

We're talking about here the possibility of 
trying to have a break on the tuition. If the 
parents come in and are more involved with 
the classroom, we know that kids will do bet- 
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ter. And we see a direct correlation between 
how much the parent is willing to be involved 
and how well they’re going to do in school. 
And I think that ends up being the key for 
all schools, that is, that if they have a parent 
who’s willing to be involved and work with 
the child, that child’s going to get a better 
education. 

The President. That's a good point. I 
think we do have to face the fact that some 
parents can’t afford tuition, but they can af- 
ford to have an environment that encourages 
the kind of values we’re talking about. We've 
got to strive to that. 

Participant. Mr. President, we’re coming 
to the end of time here and 

Participant. I’m aware that in the State 
of Minnesota, after several years with the 
school choice program, fewer than 5 percent 
of parents have chosen to leave their local 
schools. A lot of those have chosen it for the 
physical reasons—[inaudible|—something of 
that nature. I think the reason that we have 
so much parental involvement is not as much 
a function of the kind of school we are as 
the kind of parents we have. The kind of peo- 
ple we attract along with—was saying. These 
are people who have chosen to take an inter- 
est in their children’s education. Any school 
that has that is going to be tremendously suc- 
cessful. I think public schools are being in- 
creasingly asked to fulfill the role of the par- 
ents and that’s the problem, not as much as 
with the schools as with the society and the 
home. 

The President. | think it’s a very good 
point, and that’s why parental involvement 
in public schools is very, very important. And 
where it is so hopeless, where it is so dis- 
rupted, you do have schools, programs like 
Cities In Schools run by a guy named Bill 
Milliken, where they actually have to go in 
some of the really tough city areas and get 
city officials who almost adopt a kid. That 
kid isn’t in school, go to the house and find 
out why the child wasn’t there. Was the sin- 
gle parent on drugs, and if so, how does soci- 
ety help give that kid a chance; the theory 
being every kid, no matter what situation, has 
to have somebody who knows his name and 
cares about him. 

And that is something that I don’t think 
is a problem here, quite obviously, but it is 
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a problem in some schools. And I think we 
hope that in this encouragement of family 
involvement, it will take some of that burden 
away. But where it still remains, we have got 
to find ways to have every kid have a mentor, 
every kid have someone who cares about 
them, lifts them up, brushes them off when 
he gets hurt, sends him off to school. 

Participant. Mr. President, I think it is 
a good idea that the parents’ role should be 
involved in the student and that they should 
also show love towards them, too. But I think 
that what I picked up also not only from the 
parents but teachers play a big role in their 
lives. I notice here in the private schools in- 
creasingly that they are interested in the stu- 
dents’ lives and get involved in it and show 
love toward them, and I think that really 
compels the students to do more and want 
to show them how good they can do. 

As far as public schools, the teachers don’t 
really play an active role in the students. 
They just could care less. And I don’t think 
that the students probably pick up bad vibes 
and just say, “Listen, I don’t want to show 
them what I can do because nobody loves 
me.” And I think the key word is not only 
teachers and the families to love the students 
but I mean just show them 

The President. | think that’s true and yet 
I think we have to say, and I expect the teach- 
ers here would say, that there are teachers 
in the public schools that do give the kids 
that. So I know you know that, but it’s a very 
valid point, Brian, that you’re making. 

I think of the guy that just was in to see 
me the other day. I don’t know if any of you 
saw the movie “Stand and Deliver,” Jaime 
Escalante teaching calculus to these kids. I 
was out and watched him in school. He was 
a super guy. But here he is teaching kids that 
are disadvantaged. They come to him with 
no special privilege. They're largely Hispanic. 
Some of them have a poor grasp of English 
when they come here, and yet he is such 
a teacher that he just makes it come alive. 
And it is very exciting to watch him and to 
listen to him and to be inspired by him. And 
so I guess what I’m saying is we need more 
Jaime Escalante in all schools. And yet, I’m 
not arguing your point. 

Participant. that will accept it, too. 
We're on hard times. 
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The President. No, that’s right. 

Participant. 1 think the breakdown, too, 
the three grassroots things: You have the 
home, you have the school, and we have reli- 
gion, a church of one kind or another. But 
they're fragmented; they’re not working to- 
gether. If we could get them working to- 
oe to bring that back to what we once 

ad when they did work together, the three 
were very compatible. The compatibility has 
been very fragmented now. If we could get 
that back together I think we can do it. 

Mr. President, we'd like to have you here 
for the rest of the afternoon. But your people 
are giving me signals and you signals. 

The President. So, thank you all for giving 
me your time. I’m just sorry I talked so much 
and didn’t give everybody a chance. Thank 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:14 p.m. in 
a classroom at the Mount Paran Christian 
School. In his remarks, he referred to Paul 
L. Walker, senior pastor, Mount Paran 
Church of God; Roger B. Porter, Assistant 
to the President for Economic and Domestic 
Policy; Benno C. Schmidt, president of Yale 
University; James R. Heyman, headmaster, 
Mount Paran Christian School; and William 
E. Milliken, president of Cities In Schools, 
Inc. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With the Mount Paran 
Christian School Community in 
Marietta 


May 27, 1992 


The President. May I simply start off by 
thanking you, sir, Pastor Rice. And Dr. Walk- 
er, of course, Dr. Heyman, Principal Susan 
King. And I understand there’s a little over- 
flow in the sanctuary; we'll greet them wher- 
ever they may be. And thank you for this 
warm welcome to this wondertul, wonder- 
fully warm school environment. 

I know a little poster action went on over 
Memorial Day, and I see the tip of the ice- 
berg. But thank you for the welcome. 

I would like to say to Pastor Rice, we are 
trying. We are trying because we are commit- 
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ted to making American education the best 
in the world. And it’s not there yet. We’re 
not close to that yet, so we've got to keep 
on trying. I left the two great Bush family 
experts on education behind, regrettably. 
Barbara Bush, I think, is doing a superb job 
encouraging people to read to their kids, and 
that is fundamental. And we have an author 
in the family, our dog Millie. [Laughter] You 
may have read my tax returns, and you can 
tell who the breadwinner is in that family. 
The dog made five times as much as the 
President of the United States. [Laughter] 
I might point out that all of that money that 
Millie made in her book goes to Barbara’s 
foundation on literacy, which I hope will ben- 
efit children across this country. I’m sure it 
will. 

Our America 2000 education crusade is 
not built on finding the answers in Washing- 
ton, DC. It is built on encouraging a revolu- 
tionary approach to education, and that is 
where local communities put forward excel- 
lence. We believe that’s right. We believe in 
parental choice. We believe that people 
should be free to choose public, private, reli- 
gious schools. And our whole system, our 
whole approach to education is built on a 
concept of choice and actually revolution, not 
tinkering at the edges but revolutionizing 
American education at the public school 
level. You see, we've got the best college edu- 
cation in the world. When Yale’s president 
announced his departure from Yale yesterday 
to go into some concepts similar to what 
we’re talking about nationally, he pointed out 
that at the college level choice makes State 
schools better and makes private schools bet- 
ter. The same thing will be true if this con- 
cept catches on nationally. 

Another point that we want to make is that 
one of the reasons I wanted to come here 
is to point up for the rest of the country what 
excellent teachers mean and what parental 
involvement in kids’ education mean. I’m 
told by Dr. Walker and your able principal 
that parents are involved and that they care 
and that they read to the kids and that they 
see that the homework is done. So I would 
salute this school for some way inculcating 
into the parent this concept of what they do 
is vital to American education. 
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The teachers, I’m told, here are excellent. 
I would recognize that your system here en- 
courages that interaction between the kids 
and the teachers, not just in the classroom 
but by bringing in the parents for what some 
would call PTA activities or whatever. So I 
salute you for that, and I think you’re setting 
a good example for other countries as well. 

Some parents are out there checking 
homework and turning off the TV. Well, 
that’s a good thing because tomorrow there 
will be a new study announced by our De- 
partment of Education. And I might say I 
have great confidence in our Secretary of 
Education, Lamar Alexander. But this is the 
NAEP, the National Assessment of Edu- 
cation Progress. It’s coming out with conclu- 
sions that will not be a surprise to the teach- 
ers, the officials, the administration, and the 
parents in this school. 

But the point explains that American stu- 
dents across the board spend too little time 
reading for pleasure or as part of their school 
work, that they rarely visit the library, and 
that they watch television on average more 
than 3 hours a day. Now, I think that these 
conclusions in this report will resonate 
around the country, and people are going to 
begin to say, “Wait a minute, let’s try it a 
different way. Maybe let’s try it the Mount 
Paran way where we're going to have less 
of that and a little more homework empha- 
sis. 

But in any event, I came here to take a 
few questions and hopefully to get an answer 
or two. My dad, who was in politics many 
years ago, always liked the guy that got up 
at the forum like this and said, “For your 
information, I’d like to ask this question.” 
[Laughter] Well, I could use a little informa- 
tion, so don’t be concerned if your question 
sounds a little bit like a lecture. So with no 
further ado, other than to once again say 
thank you from this grateful heart, I'd like 
to take your questions. 

The last point I will make, and I promise 
it’s the last: From the minute I walked in 
here I get the distinct feeling that this place 
has a real sense of what we call family values. 
I think that sets a good example for the rest 
of the country as well. 

So, who’s first? 
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Vouchers for Private Schools 


Q. Mr. President, in an effort to improve 
the quality of education in America, do you 
support any Government funding of private 
education? 

The President. Yes, I do believe that our 
system which calls for vouchers for private, 
public, or religious schools is the way to go. 
And I think it, incidentally, I think that will 
improve the school that is not chosen. That 
comes under what we call a concept of school 
choice, and I think that it will help those 
schools that are left behind. I think Min- 
nesota will tell you that that’s what happens 
when a school is chosen. 

I might point out as one who benefited 
from the GI bill a thousand years ago when 
I got out of the Navy in nineteen forty— 
what the heck was it—{laughter]—1945, they 
said, “Here’s the GI bill. You can choose 
where you want to go. You can choose a pri- 
vate school. You can choose a State school.” 
And no great damage was done to the Con- 
stitution. I think that same principle will 
inure to the benefit of the schools that are 
chosen and those that aren’t. So yes, I do 
support that concept. Therein I have a big 
difference with the Court. 

You guys right in the middle, go ahead. 
You've got a question? Scoot right up here. 
While you’re coming up, let’s see. 


Advice to Youth 


Q. What can a fifth grader do to help keep 
our country free and the greatest country in 
the world? 

The President. What kind of what? 

Q. What can a fifth grader do to keep—— 

The President. A fifth grader? A fifth 
grader can study. I know you're not going 
to like the answer too much. [Laughter] A 
fifth grader can watch less than the national 
average of kids watching television. You can 
learn. You can listen to those around you who 
are helping you with your value structure, 
and I think you then find that through your 
studies and through your environment, you 
have the values that will help keep this coun- 
try strong. 

I am an old-fashioned kind of guy. I think 
it’s good when the people are patriotic and 
salute the flag and stand for the Pledge of 


Allegiance and say we are “one Nation under 
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things and shares them with her schoolmates, 
and then it’s a part of your life as you get 
older. You'll be standing for something; you 
believe in something, something good. 

What’s your friend got? Are you a friend 
of hers? 

Q. Yes. 

The President. Are you? 


Balanced Budget Amendment 


Q. Yes. I have a question. If God can run 
the world on 10 percent, why can’t Govern- 
ment run the country on 30 percent? [Laugh- 
ter] 

The President. That’s a good question. 
You’re talking about tithing? [Laughter] 
Well, that’s a good question, and the answer 
is it’s slightly more complicated than the 
question. [Laughter] But you know, there are 
some people—I assume that that’s a pitch 
for 10 percent in taxes, but there are some 
that frankly can’t afford it. I think under our 
system others manage to pitch in to help 
those who literally can’t afford to pay a dime. 

But I take your point. I think there’s a 
point behind the question, and that is that 
we've got to get our spending of our Govern- 
ment under control. Frankly, I think one way 
to do that is to now pass the balanced budget 
amendment to the Constitution. The liberals 
don’t like it. The liberals do not like it, and 
they keep throwing up what I call the Wash- 
ington Monument syndrome. That means if 
you have to cut somewhere, they'll point out, 
well, the first thing you’ve got to do is take 
down the Washington Monument or go after 
programs that everybody likes. That isn’t 
what happens to get a balanced budget. 

What we need to do without getting too 
technical here is to control the growth of the 
mandatory programs. You don’t have to cut 
them, but you have to control the growth of 
that part of the budget that’s running out of 
control. I believe we can do it. I think a bal- 
anced budget amendment would discipline 
the Congress, and I think it would discipline 
the executive branch. It’s an idea I’ve been 
for for a long, long time. I believe it’s going 
to pass the Congress now. The people are 
not listening to these sophisticated argu- 
ments. They're saying, “Do not saddle these 
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young kids with more and more debt.” And 
so we re going to try it. 

The guys in > i of the bus are getting 
not equal opportunity on these questions. So 
you might have to just come up to the front, 
or just if you put your hand up and you've 
got a loud voice, we'll try some back there. 
Go ahead. 


Vouchers for Private Schools 


Q. Mr. President, when if ever can private 
school and Christian school parents ever ex- 
pect to see some type of tax credit? 

The President. Well, I think what—we’re 
frankly having a little difficulty getting this 
idea of vouchers, which is essentially a credit, 
through the Congress. But we’re going to 
keep on because it is part of our America 
2000 program. I think there’s less resistance 
to it. But I’ll be honest with you; I just don’t 
know the answer as to when it’s going to hap- 
pen. I think our administration with our six 
education goals and our America 2000 pro- 
gram are on the right track in this regard. 
I’m going to keep pushing for it because I 
think it makes good sense. 

Anyway, yes, ma’am, way in the back. 


School Choice 


Q. [Inaudible] 

The President. Where it’s been tried, 
choice has been tried, I think the record 
shows that the school that is not chosen im- 
proves itself. That’s the point that Benno 
Schmidt—I made this to a group earlier on— 
who’s leaving Yale University—I still think 
it’s a great university, not just because I went 
there—but nevertheless, he’s leaving to go 
into what I would call a model school pro- 
gram. His point was that choice makes those 
schools, private schools in higher education 
better, and the State schools are better as 
well because of the competition. 

So I don’t look at it as a program that 
should diminish the quality of education in 
our very important public school system. We 
think the competition will enhance the—es- 
pecially if we can strive to achieve our six 
education goals. 

So, that’s the answer I would give you. 


President’s Domestic Agenda 


Q. What will you do after you win your 
election? 
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The President. After I win? Well, you 
mean the very first thing? [Laughter] Take 
a little time off. [Laughter] No, but what I'll 
do is—and I think I'll win; I really think so. 
It’s funny out there right now. But there is 
so much we need to do in the country, and 
this is one of the prime things, better edu- 
cation. I feel strongly about it. 

You know—what grade are you in? Fifth 
grader. Well, it wasn’t long ago that every 
fifth grader in this country went to bed from 
time to time very much concerned about 
what? Nuclear war. Now, thank God, be- 
cause of my predecessor I think gets credit; 
other Presidents get credit; I hope I'll get 
a little; we’ve helped change the world. The 
changes are dramatic. There no longer is a 
Communist monolithic enemy. You don’t 
probably worry about it. You don’t have drills 
where you have to hide under your desk, 
wondering what would happen if there was 
a nuclear war. We've got a lot of blessings. 
We can thank our God for the blessings, = 
changes toward world peace. 

So that’s been some good that’s happened. 
You don’t hear much good these days, but 
that’s something very good. What I'd like to 
do now is to take that energy and that empha- 
sis that helped bring about that kind of 
change, after, you say after I’m elected, and 
then try to move forward in the field of 
anticrime; move forward in the field of edu- 
cation; move forward in the field of health 
reform—not to put in a socialized medicine 
program but to—where everyone has access 
to insurance through pooling and through 
various ways of doing it. I’d like to work for 
a society where we love each other more and 
sue each other less, and that means putting 
some caps on these liability claims. 

But there is so much to do as President. 
There are so many things to work on and 
so much to do. But those are just some of 
the priorities that I would try to work very 
hard on if I’m lucky enough to win. 


Religion in Public Schools 


Q. Can there be Bible in public schools? 
The President. The answer to that is, I 
don’t think so. I still favor voluntary prayer 
in the public schools. I believe in that, and 
I think there will be. [Inaudible]|—in the 


Constitution. But prayer in school on a vol- 
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untary basis, I simply can’t understand why 
it’s not permitted. In the Senate, and heaven 
knows they need it—[{laughter]—but in the 
Senate and in the House, they open with 
prayer every single day, and nobody com- 
plains about that. 

So my position is well-known, and I say 

is. 

Way up in the balcony. Yes, sir. You. I can 
hear you. 


Abortion 


Q. I want to thank President Bush on be- 
half of the—[applause}. I'd like to know if 
you have any plans to eliminate abortion? 

The President. Well, yes, because 
we re—well, of course, this is a matter that 
is enshrined in law. My position is, as you 
say, is publicly stated. AndT think the matter 
now is in the courts. And I do, I worry very 
much about the mounting numbers of abor- 
tions. One of the cases before the Supreme 
Court now relates to whether a parent should 
be notified if a child, 13-year-old kid, for ex- 
ample, is going to have an abortion. I feel, 
of course, a parent should be involved. But 
that matter is being adjudicated in the courts 
right now. 

But my position is clear. I think it’s correct. 
And there’s room for a lively debate out 
there; you get plenty of argument on it. But 
I come down on the—err, if you’re going to 
err, err on the side of life. And that’s the 
way I feel. 


Local Control of Education 


Q. Mr. President, as an educator for 21 
years, what can you do to help us to eliminate 
the enormous amount of paperwork involved 
in education so that we who want to be good 
and positive role models for kids can get on 
about that business? 

The President. Well, you touched a real 
nerve because we have now just redoubled 
our efforts to cut down on the regulatory bur- 
den, not just paperwork, which is enormous 
and where we've got to do better, but on 
a lot of excessive Government regulation that 
stifles many small businesses, for example. 

I know educators feel that they are 
swamped when you’re dealing with Govern- 
ment funds on paperwork. But one of our 
approaches is to get away from these man- 
dated programs where some subcommittee 
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chairman, some old curmudgeon that might 
have been there forever, has some idea about 
the way it used to work 40 years ago and 
insists on saying, if you want Federal 
money—happens to be your money—but if 
you want Federal money, you've got to follow 
these certain guidelines and fill out 23 re- 
ports. 

Our whole approach on America 2000 is 
to let the decisions be made at the local level. 
And some schools might say, “We want 8 
hours a day;” another might say “6 days a 
week”; another might say “11 months a 
year”; another might say, “Let’s try the other 
way; back off and have less school time, more 
required homework.” But let the American 
people decide that in their communities, as 
close to home as possible. That will take care 
of the problem you asked. 

What’s this guy, what do you got? 


Family Values 


Q. President Bush, where do you stand 
on the issue of the traditional family unit? 

The President. The traditional family? 
Well, I guess everybody looks at his or her 
own experience. Barbara Bush and I have 
been blessed with growing up in what you 
might call a traditional family, a family where 
a mother and dad are there, and they give 
love to a child. So I am, I guess, what you 
call a family values man. 

But where you don’t have that, where a 
kid, a little child comes into the world and 
doesn’t have the father—the father may have 
run away, not even there to know the name 
of the child—somehow we then have to help 
that little kid. I told it earlier, every kid ought 
to have somebody that knows his name. It 
should be the parent, should be two parents. 
If not two parents, it ought to be one parent. 
If it can’t be that, there’s got to be a mentor. 
There’s got to be somebody who cares, some- 
body who loves that child. 

And on traditional family values where you 
can have the welfare system so it does not 
encourage a husband and wife to live apart. 
We've got to change it. We’ve got to make 
it so these kinds of traditional values have 
a chance to work in this troubled society of 
ours. 

So I’m not ashamed about talking about 
family values and traditions of that nature. 
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We'll keep on doing it, and I think it’s begin- 
ning to resonate. Because as I told Dr. Walk- 
er and some others earlier, when the mayors 
of these cities, a lot of cities, came to see 
me, including Mayor Bradley of now-trou- 
bled Los Angeles, they said, “The thing that 
concerns us most about trouble in the cities, 
the most single cause is the decline or def- 
amation of the American family.” We've got 
to find ways to strengthen it. 


Haitian Migrants 


Q. Good evening, President Bush. My 
question is a little different from what we 
have been talking about this evening, about 
family values and education. It has to do with 
the fact that, as we educate our daughter 
here at Mount Paran, one of the things we 
try to do as parents is to try to also educate 
our daughter in light of what is going on in 
the world in terms of what she’s being taught. 

My question has to do with the Haitian 
refugee situation. Earlier this week the Gov- 
ernment announced a policy of repatriating 
Haitians back to Haiti. On the surface, Mr. 
President, that policy seems to run contrary 
to what America has stood for over the past 
couple hundred years, in that Americans 
opened their arms to all ethnic groups and 
different classes who sought to free them- 
selves here in America from oppression in 
their homeland. Could you please explain 
why a policy was warranted to repatriate 
those Haitians? 

The President. Absolutely. And it’s a very 
good question. The answer is this: Yes, the 
Statue of Liberty still stands, and we still 
open our arms to people that are politically 
oppressed. We cannot and, as long as the 
laws are on the book, I will not, because I’ve 
sworn to uphold the Constitution, open the 
doors to economic refugees all over the 
world. We can’t do that. 

We're having a border crossing coming in 
from Mexico in unprecedented numbers. 
We're trying to, not to be mean about it, but 
we're trying to say, “Listen, we've got to live 
by the laws of this land.” 

It is my understanding that the vast major- 
ity of the refugees—and they're being 
screened; they're now going to be screened 
at the Embassy; they were being screened 
at Guantanamo—are economic refugees. 
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There was one guy that was thrown out twice 
and vowed as he left the Coast Guard cutter 
the second time, “T’ll be back in a week.” 
There are merchants in Haiti today advertis- 
ing almost like bounty, “Pay us $500 and you 
can climb into my unsafe boat and set out 
across the ocean,” knowing that out of com- 
passion the United States Coast Guard would 
save them. 

We have to control our own immigration 
policy. We’ve got to do it with compassion. 
We've got to do it under the law, though. 
So what I’m saying to you is, we are not repa- 
triating willfully people that are fleeing politi- 
cal oppression. Part of our policy on Haiti, 
and we're taking a leadership role in the 
OAS, is to return Mr. Aristide, who was 
democratically elected, to Haiti. We want 
him back there. And if we don’t do that— 
I would say this, add this peripherally—if we 
don’t do that, that sends a bad signal to those 
who might be plotting coups in other parts 
of our hemisphere, which, thank God, is al- 
most totally democratic today. 

So our policy is, I think, the right policy. 
I think we do have to control—some accuse 
it, incidentally, of being a racist policy. I 
would vehemently deny, that is not the case, 
because these people have every right to be 
screened. We've accompanied this program 
now, so we will not be see with the num- 
bers of leaky boats, with giving additional 
food aid to Haiti. We will continue with our 
sanction program, and we will continue to 
try to get Mr. Aristide returned. 

Frankly, the numbers as of yesterday were 
down of the people fleeing. I still worry about 
it because some will get by and some will 
die on the sea because they are being—it’s 
like a magnet to them, these advertisements 
that “we'll get you to Guantanamo” or “we'll 
get you to Florida.” We’re bound by our laws 
to screen people properly, to protect people’s 
rights. But we are not bound to have an open 
policy where everybody in economic depriva- 
tion around the world can come to the Unit- 
ed States. I don’t think that should be our 
policy, and it’s not. 

So I worry about it. I worry about the ap- 
pearance of it to some. But I’m glad you 
raised it because it’s the first chance I’ve had 
since the new order to fully explain it. I am 
convinced that the people in Haiti are not 
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being physically oppressed. We've got all 
kinds of ways to monitor that situation there. 
A returnee, for example, a guy that’s taken 
from Guantanamo and sent back, I would not 
want on my conscience that that person hav- 
ing fled oppression, anyone that was fleeing 
oppression, would be victimized upon return. 

So I think I can say to you they're not 
being oppressed. Political refugees, where 
they're caught up in this political turmoil, are 
being screened and have been admitted and 
will continue to be admitted to the United 
States under our laws. But under the other 
part of our laws, economic refugees will have 
to come in under the quotas designated 
under the law. 

So there it is. 


North American Free Trade Agreement 


Q. Mr. President, I’m an eighth grader, 
and my dad is concerned that American jobs 
will be going to Mexico and South America 
as a result of the American free trade policy. 
Will this happen? 

The President. Well, I think your dad, 
with all respect, and don’t tell him this, is 
wrong. I happen to believe that a fair trade 
agreement will result in more American jobs. 
I happen to think—we’re talking here about 
compassion and economics—I happen to 
think that if the free trade agreement helps 
Mexico, as well as helping the United States, 
it’s a good thing. 

I don’t believe in protection. I believe in 
fair trade. I believe the NAFTA, the North 
American free trade agreement, will result 
in better jobs and more jobs for the United 
States of America. If we’re successful in this 
NAFTA agreement that your dad asked 
about and Canada stays in the deal, which 
I’m sure they will, we're talking about a $5 
trillion market. And this is enormous. And 
that means prosperity for lots of families. 

So please tell your father that we are not 
talking about exporting American jobs. We’re 
talking about creating new American jobs. If 
in the process we create a more prosperous 
Mexico that can do more about its environ- 
ment, can do more about its standard of liv- 
ing, so much the better. Mexico has a won- 
derful new President, Carlos Salinas, and he 
has done wonders with Mexico. I believe that 
this fair trade agreement not only is in his 
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interest, but what I’ve got to look after, is 
it the interests of the United States of Amer- 
ica. 1 am absolutely convinced that it is, be- 
cause free trade is far better than turning 
inward to some kind of protection. 

I wish I had it on the tip of my tongue 
the numbers of jobs in Georgia that depend 
on American exports. It is enormous. And 
we ought to keep opening, knocking down 
barriers, like our GATT agreement and get- 
ting a successful conclusion to the Uruguay 
round, knocking down barriers to American 
trade that will come with the North Amer- 
ican free trade agreement. 

So I am a free but fair trader. I think pro- 
tection shrinks markets, and I think our pol- 
icy will increase jobs and markets. 

Listen, thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:46 p.m. in 
the school gymnasium. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Pastor Darrell Rice, chairman, 
Mount Paran Christian School Board, who 
acted as moderator for the session. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of these remarks. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the House of 
Representatives Action on Energy 
Legislation 

May 27, 1992 


The President is pleased that the House 
of Representatives, in passing H.R. 776, 
today made progress toward adopting a 
sound national energy strategy. 

This legislation implements several key 
elements of the national energy strategy the 
President presented to Congress in 1991. It 
promotes energy efficiency and increases the 
use of renewable and alternative energy 
while providing much needed alternative 
minimum tax relief for independent oil and 
gas producers. This bill would also foster 
competition in wholesale electricity markets, 
reform the regulation of natural gas pipe- 
lines, and streamline the nuclear powerplant 
licensing process. 

Although pleased with the progress, the 
President noted that the House bill need- 
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lessly locks up some of America’s best pros- 
pects for domestic oil and natural gas produc- 
tion and restricts State prorationing author- 
ity, thereby interfering with the ability of 
States to properly regulate production of 
their own gas resources. While there is much 
work to be done, the President believes this 
bill forms a welcome bipartisan basis for 
moving to conference. 


Appointment of Eric D.K. Melby as 
= Assistant to the President for 
ational Security Affairs 


May 27, 1992 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Eric D.K. Melby as Special As- 
sistant to the President for National Security 
Affairs and Senior Director for International 
Economic Affairs on the National Security 
Council staff. 

Mr. Melby has served as Director for 
International Economic Affairs on the NSC 
staff since September 1987. Prior to joining 
the NSC staff, he served as Special Assistant 
to the Under Secretary of State for Economic 
Affairs (1985-87) and with the International 
Energy Agency in Paris (1980-85). He has 
also worked for the Agency for International 
Development and was a Peace Corps vol- 
unteer in the Philippines. 

Mr. Melby received his B.A. from Haver- 
ford College and his M.A. and Ph.D. from 
the School of Advanced International Studies 
of the Johns Hopkins University. He is mar- 
ried to Pamela Tripp Melby and has two 
daughters, Alexandra and Sarah. 


Statement on Signing the Child 
Abuse, Domestic Violence, Adoption 
and Family Services Act of 1992 


May 28, 1992 


Today I have signed into law S. 838, the 
“Child Abuse, Domestic Violence, Adoption 
and Family Services Act of 1992.” The Ad- 
ministration strongly supports reauthoriza- 
tion of the programs covered by this Act. 
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A child’s physical and mental well-being 
is a crucial element in the achievement of 
his or her potential. Unfortunately, over one 
million children per year suffer because they 
do not receive adequate care and support. 
Reauthorization of the programs in this Act 
will help prevent child maltreatment and 
provide assistance to children in need. 

The Act, however, contains an objection- 
able provision—a requirement that the Advi- 
sory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect rec- 
ommend changes in Federal law to imple- 
ment a national policy on child abuse preven- 
tion. I must view this provision as advisory 
rather than mandatory, in order to avoid con- 
flict with my exclusive authority under the 
Constitution to decide whether and when the 
executive branch should propose legislation. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
May 28, 1992. 


Note: S. 838, approved May 28, was assigned 
Public Law No. 102-295. 


Statement on Denying Use of United 
States Ports to Vessels Trading With 
Haiti 

May 28, 1992 


I have today directed the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the Secretary of Transportation 
to deny the use of American ports to ships 
that violate the trade embargo against Haiti. 
This action is being taken in support of the 
resolution adopted by the Organization of 
American States on May 17, which calls on 
OAS member states to deny port facilities 
to vessels trading with Haiti in disregard of 
the OAS embargo. 

The United States remains committed un- 
equivocally to the restoration of democratic 
government in Haiti. We will continue work- 
ing in close concert with our OAS allies to- 
ward a negotiated settlement of the political 
crisis that began with the overthrow of Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide last September 
30. In addition to today’s action, and in ac- 
cordance with the recent OAS resolution, we 
are examining other steps to tighten sanc- 
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tions against the illegal regime in Port-au- 
Prince. 

Our actions are directed at those in Haiti 
who are opposing a return to democracy, not 
at the Haitian poor. We are continuing to 
provide substantial, direct humanitarian as- 
sistance to the people of Haiti and are work- 
ing to intensify those efforts. Our current 
programs total $47 million and provide food 
for over 600,000 Haitians and health care 
services that reach nearly 2 million. While 
tightening the embargo, we will continue to 
encourage others to ship food staples and 
other humanitarian items to those in need. 
The action that I have directed will not affect 
vessels carrying permitted items. 

We are expanding opportunities for Hai- 
tians who fear persecution in their homeland 
to apply for a aro to the United States 
as refugees with our Embassy in Port-au- 
Prince. The Embassy has been receivin 
such applications since early February, an 
all persons who believe they may be qualified 
are urged to avail themselves of our ex- 
panded refugee operation in Haiti. I have 
asked the Department of State to ensure that 
Embassy personnel will also be available out- 
side Port-au-Prince to assist applicants in 
other parts of the country in pursuing their 
claims. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on Humanitarian 
Assistance to Refugees in Yugoslavia 
and the Caucasus 


May 28, 1992 


The United States will contribute $9 mil- 
lion for humanitarian assistance to refugees 
and displaced people in the former Yugo- 
slavia and $4 million for humanitarian assist- 
ance to victims of conflicts in the Caucasus 
region of the former Soviet Union. This in- 
cludes the new Republics of Armenia, Azer- 
baijan, and Georgia. 

The situation in the Yugoslav former re- 
publics has created the largest movement of 
persons in Europe since the end of World 
War II. The total number of refugees and 
displaced persons in Yugoslavia, according to 
United Nations High Commissioner for Ref- 
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ugees (UNHCR), has now reached 1.3 mil- 
lion. Over 480,000 persons, mostly Slavic 
Muslims, have fled Bosnia and this number 
is growing daily. Six million dollars of this 
contribution will go to the UNHCR in sup- 
port of its programs to assist refugees and 
displaced persons, especially those in Bosnia 
and Croatia. Three million dollars will go to 
the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) in support of its efforts to aid 
the victims of the terrible conflict now rag- 
ing. 

This $9 million contribution is in addition 
to earlier contributions this year of $7 mil- 
lion. The United States also launched an 
emergency airlift of food and other relief as- 
sistance to aid war victims in  Bosnia- 
Hercegovina. Five planes flew into Sarajevo 
carrying blankets, food, and medical supplies. 

The United States contribution for victims 
of conflicts in the Caucasus will be given to 
the ICRC in support of its humanitarian aid 
to war victims, refugees, and other vulner- 
able groups, especially in Armenia and Azer- 
baijan. Over the past 2 years, the Caucasus 
has experienced an increase in ethnic strife 
leading to armed conflicts in the Nagorno- 
Karabakh region of Azerbaijan and in the 
South Ossetian area of Georgia. 


Nomination of Anthony Cecil Eden 
Quainton To Be an Assistant 
Secretary of State 


May 28, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Anthony Cecil Eden 
Quainton, of the District of Columbia, a ca- 
reer member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
class of Career Minister, to be Assistant Sec- 
retary of State for Diplomatic Security. He 
would succeed Sheldon J. Krys. 

Since 1989, Ambassador Quainton has 
served as U.S. Ambassador to the Republic 
of Peru. Prior to this, he served as Deputy 
Inspector General of the Department of 
State, 1987-89; U.S. Ambassador to the State 
of Kuwait, 1984-87; and as U.S. Ambassador 
to the Republic of Nicaragua, 1982-84. Am- 
bassador Quainton has also served as Direc- 
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tor of the Office for Combatting Terrorism 
at the Department of State, 1978-31. 

Ambassador Quainton graduated from 
Princeton University (B.A., 1955) and Oxford 
University (B.Litt., 1958). He was born April 
4, 1934, in Seattle, WA. Ambassador 
Quainton is married, has three children, and 
resides in Washington, DC. 


Nomination of Henry Lee Clarke To 
Be United States Ambassador to 
Uzbekistan 


May 28, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Henry Lee Clarke, of Cali- 
fornia, a career member of the Senior For- 
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador of the United States of Amer- 
ica to the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

Since 1989, Mr. Clarke has served as Eco- 
nomic Counselor of the American Embassy 
in Tel Aviv, Israel. Prior to this, he served 
as Deputy Chief of Mission at the American 
Embassy in Bucharest, Romania, 1985-89; 
and Economic Counselor at the American 
Embassy in Moscow, U.S.S.R., 1982-85. 
From 1980 to 1981, Mr. Clarke served as 
Officer-in-Charge of Trade and Industrial 
Policy in the Office of European Regional 
Political-Economic Affairs for the U.S. De- 
partment of State. 

Mr. Clarke graduated from Dartmouth 
College (A.B., 1962) and Harvard University 
(M.P.A., 1967). He was born November 15, 
1941, in Fort Benning, GA. Mr. Clarke 
served in the U.S. Army, 1962-65. He is mar- 
ried, has two children, and resides in 
Turlock, CA. 


Nomination of Edward Hurwitz To 
Be United States Ambassador to 


Kyrgyzstan 
May 28, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Edward Hurwitz, of the 
District of Columbia, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, class of Minister- 
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Counselor, to be Ambassador of the United 
States of America to the Republic of 


Kyrgyzstan. 


Currently Mr. Hurwitz serves as Deputy 
Examiner of the Board of Examiners for the 
Foreign Service in Washington, DC. Prior to 
this, he served as Director of the Office of 
Analysis for the U.S.S.R. and Eastern Europe 
at the Department of State, 1988-91; Coun- 
sel General at the American Consulate in 
Leningrad, U.S.S.R., 1986-88; and Chargé 
d’Affaires at the American Embassy in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, 1983-86. 


Mr. Hurwitz graduated from Cornell Uni- 
versity (A.B., 1952). He was born March 21, 
1931, in New York, NY. Mr. Hurwitz served 
in the U.S. Army, 1953-55. He is married, 
has two children, and resides in Washington, 
De. 


Nomination of Donald Burnham 
Ensenat To Be United States 
Ambassador to Brunei 


May 28, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Donald Burnham Ensenat, 
of Louisiana, to be Ambassador of the United 
States of America to Brunei Darussalam. He 
would succeed Christopher H. Phillips. 


Since 1989, Mr. Ensenat has served as 
managing director of the law firm of Hoff- 
man, Sutterfield, Ensenat & Bankston, 
APLC in New Orleans, LA. Prior to this, Mr. 
Ensenat served with Camp, Carmouche, et 
al. as managing director, 1985-88; director, 
1983-88; and as an associate, 1980-82. 


Mr. Ensenat graduated from Yale Univer- 
sity (B.A., 1968) and Tulane University 
School of Law (J.D., 1973). He was born 
February 4, 1946, in New Orleans, LA. Mr. 
Ensenat served in the U.S. Army, 1968-74. 
He is married, has two children, and resides 
in New Orleans, LA. 
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Remarks to the American Legion in 
Phoenix, Arizona 


May 28, 1992 


May I thank our great Senator John 
McCain for that introduction and single out 
our Governor, Fife Symington. Greetings to 
all the commanders on the dais, Tony 
Valenzuela, Don Silva, Don Gentry. Thanks 
to our master of ceremonies, Joe Abodeely. 
And it’s great, of course, to see Everett Alva- 
rez here. And Id also like to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank Bob Stump, the Congressman 
from Arizona, the ranking Republican on the 
House Veterans Affairs Committee. He has 
worked hard up on Capitol Hill for the vet- 
erans of this country. I’m very sorry he 
couldn’t be with us today, but I have great 
respect for his work. 


It’s not normal that I’m standing up here 
with three, maybe you’re used to it in this 
great State of Arizona, but three winners of 
the Congressional Medal of Honor standing 
here. It really says something. I salute all of 
them. 


And I'd like to think in some cross-sec- 
tional way that people out here in this audi- 
ence and standing behind me represent, at 
least for today, more than 26 million vet- 
erans. It’s great to be back here. An old say- 
ing goes, “Save the best for last.” Well, today 
we're saving the best for first, and the first 
campaign coalition to be announced for our 
campaign, Barry Goldwater, its honorary 
chairman; John McCain and Everett Alvarez, 
its national chairmen, and that is the Bush- 
Quayle ’92 National Veterans Coalition. 
They're going to be good and strong, and I’m 
glad to have their support. 


Now, I hope you know why I insisted the 
veterans be first to be unveiled. You know 
how service has preserved the values that 
make and keep us strong. John touched on 
that in that wonderfully generous introduc- 
tion. You know how veterans have given of 
themselves and often of their lives in places 
whose names we all know, from the Argonne, 
Normandy, Da Nang, and of course, most 
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recently, in the Persian Gulf. Think of our 
kids and our grandkids, and they have inher- 
ited your bequest of faith in the country, in 
family, in democracy, in God. They can never 
repay the veterans, all of you, for what you've 
done for freedom. 

From the time the torch of liberty was first 
lit in America, veterans have shed their blood 
to make sure that it would never go out. And 
that’s what this campaign must be about, 
what we've got to fight for, enlist our hearts 
and minds for: to ensure people choice for 
the schools, for example; for a society, plural- 
ism for God's children, the freedom to go 
about their lives, their daily lives, free of fear. 

Freedom can let us vote as we want and 
pray as we choose. Freedom can ensure the 
egacies for our kids of family, peace, and 
jobs. Above all, freedom can secure what we 
fought for, Guadalcanal or Inchon or Hue 
City or Kuwait City: A world where liberty’s 
tide is coming in. It’s running in, just as tyr- 
anny’s tide is running out. 

I renew my pledge today in this opening 
to do all that’s humanly possible to account 
for our comrades that are missing from the 
past wars. As long as I am President we will 
never forget those POW’s and MIA’s. An- 
other pledge: As we move to a post-cold-war 
defense force, we cannot forget to take care 
of our military and civilian men and women 
who worked and fought so hard to ensure 
that freedom and democracy would prevail. 
For them, we will continue to work together 
to make sure that American veterans receive 
quality health care that is second to none. 

Now, there is a benefit to the end of the 
cold war, and that is that there will be sub- 
stantial defense savings made possible in this 
new environment. However, it is my convic- 
tion that this transition must be managed in 
a rational manner. First, we've got to achieve 
an orderly reduction in our Sin We're 
talking about 25 percent over the next 5 
years. That is substantial. 

But as John McCain can tell you, there 
are people in the Congress that want to take 
everything out of defense and out of the na- 
tional security and shift it over to some man- 
dated program from Washington. Some have 
called for far deeper cuts than we have, and 
I reject this approach. As I told the graduat- 
ing midshipmen down in Annapolis yester- 
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day, never in the history of man has the world 
been a benign place. There is no substitute 
for America’s strength, and no substitute for 
our sense of purpose. I am not going to let 
the Congress gut the muscle of our defense. 

Next, Secretary Cheney and I are mindful 
of our obligation to treat defense and uni- 
form employees and their communities fair- 
ly. Our plan already includes spending more 
than $7.1 billion to address defense transition 
over the next 2 years. And today I’m propos- 
ing a number of additional programs, includ- 
ing new GI bill benefits and an expansion 
of job training, employment, and other edu- 
cational opportunities. We're going to dedi- 
cate more than one billion additional dollars 
through 1996 on these vital defense transi- 
tion activities. Whether they’re working as 
teachers in an elementary school or as envi- 
ronmental engineers, I am committed to en- 
suring that the vast talents of these former 
defense personnel can be put to productive 
use in private life. 

With us today are talented and capable 
men and women who believe in this new 
world of freedom. No one needs to tell them 
about the inhumanity of war. Instead, they 
know that only a strong America can preserve 
the humanity of peace. I am proud of these 
men and proud that they have agreed to help 
me. And I thank you for your support. I hope 
to be worthy of your prayers. 

Thirty years ago, Douglas MacArthur put 
it well. Returning to the plain up at West 
Point, he gave a speech to the cadets. “The 
soldier,” he told them, “above all other peo- 
ple, prays for peace, for he must bear the 
deepest wounds and scars of war.” 

You've all been soldiers in the crusade of 
freedom, and this year I ask you to reenlist 
and help keep America what Lincoln called 
“the last best hope of Earth.” For 200 years 
our veterans have fought for what is right 
and what is good, and I ask you to help me 
defend those values. And I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. 

I am very happy that the young kids now 
go to sleep every night without the fear, that 
constant fear of nuclear war that the genera- 
tions before them had. I think that’s a signifi- 
cant and a major accomplishment. And Bar- 
bara and I have—I was going to say 10— 
I think it’s 12 grandchildren. 
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I take great pride in that fact, that in some 
way perhaps my Presidency was a part of all 
of that. But that is there. Now we've got to 
keep this movement towards freedom and to- 
wards peace around the world going forward. 
We've got to do it. With your help, I’m con- 
fident we can do it for the next 4 years. 

Many, many thanks to all of you. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:55 p.m. at 
the American Legion Luke Greenway Post. 
In his remarks, he referred to Arizona State 
Commanders Tony Valenzuela, American Le- 
gion, Don Silva, Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
and Don Gentry, Disabled American Vet- 


erans. 


Remarks at a Fundraising Dinner for 
Senator John McCain in Phoenix 


May 28, 1992 


Thank you all very, very much for that wel- 
come. May I pay my tribute to Jim Click. 
He’s been a staunch supporter of the Repub- 
lican cause for a long, long time, and I’m 
very grateful to see him again and grateful 
for that introduction. Of course, I’m proud 
to be at the side of John McCain and his 
wife Cindy. I want to salute two from our 
Cabinet: Secretary Lynn Martin, our Sec- 
retary of Labor over here, who's doing a su- 
perb job, job training and a wide array of 
other issues; and then our irrepressible Sec- 
retary of HUD, who is going with me as we 
head back out to Los Angeles, but a man 
who is doing a superb job in this concept 
of homeownership, giving people a part of 
the action, Jack Kemp, our Secretary of 
HUD. And may I salute Governor Fife Sy- 
mington and Ann; and of course, a special 
warm abraso for Barry and Susan Goldwater; 
and our chairman, Jerry Davis; Pastor Jack- 
son, whom I've been privileged to be with 
before; Everett Alvarez, who today was an- 
nounced as one of our cochairmen of our 
veterans effort, a great American. 

Brenda High, appropriately named for the 
way she did that “Star-Spangled Banner.” It 
was outstanding. You can’t help but be 
stirred when you hear a rendition like that 
of our great national anthem. And thanks to 
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the—where is the band? I can’t see them, 
but I understand you've got a great Chaparral 
High School band over ne Thank you for 
your music. And thanks to Shannon 
Marketic, Miss U.S.A., for the Pledge. And 
out with us in the audience, a guy I visited 
with earlier on, a true Point of Light, Kevin 
Johnson of the Phoenix Suns, and all he does 
for the young people out here. And then an- 
other old friend who I had a chance to greet 
earlier on, Joe Bugel of the Cardinals, a great 
guy and a great sportsman. And I’m proud 
to see him. 

So it’s a pleasure to be back, and I’m sorry 
Barbara’s not here. And I will apologize; they 
told me that broccoli is on the menu, and 
I’m out of here as soon as I finish speaking. 
[Laughter] But seriously, we do have to head 
back out to Los Angeles, be sure we're fol- 
lowing up the way we should there. 

But I’m glad to have this opportunity to 
express my appreciation to our Senator, and 
I say “ours” because Barbara and I feel like 
he’s just part of us, Senator John McCain, 
for his help in fighting against that pork-bar- 
rel spending back in Washington and for his 
leadership and support for the line-item veto. 
He is a man of principle. John, your leader- 
ship has been absolutely invaluable. And 
when I see it I say to myself, if only we had 
control of the United States Senate. On 
budget, on taxes, on health care, on the needs 
of older Americans, John McCain’s efforts 
mean so much to me and so much to our 
country, and they, of course, mean an awful 
lot to the great State of Arizona and to all 
Americans. You are lucky, indeed, to have 
him in the Senate, and we must have him 
back come fall. 

And of course, special tribute to Senator 
Barry Goldwater for his half-century of prin- 
cipled, and I use that word advisedly, prin- 
cipled service to our great country. What a 
record of achievement. What an example. 
What an accomplishment. Fifty years in pub- 
lic service, and underlying it all, character 
and integrity totally intact. I am proud to be 
his friend. I am grateful for his support. 
There have been some tough times in my 
political life, and one of them was 4 years 
ago. Barry came up there, suited up, got on 
a long flight and flew up to New Hampshire 
and bailed me out. I'll never, ever forget it. 
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Not out of jail, but out of some political hot 
water up there. [Laughter] 

How about this backdrop? I like it very 
much, not only as a great art work, but com- 
ing from a city where Congress spends so 
much money, it’s always good to see some- 
thing in black ink. [Laughter] 

It was Barry who put it this way, “Those 
who do not have courage want complicated 
answers.” Well, Republicans are courageous 
people, and our solutions to America’s prob- 
lems are simple and effective, not com- 
plicated out of a maze of redtape. While the 
Democrats put their faith in adding new 
bricks to the old bureaucratic programs, and 
they try to do it every single day up there 
in the Congress, we Republicans are focusing 
on leaving our children and grandchildren 
three fundamental legacies that are integral 
to their own future: Strong families to sustain 
individuals, to nurture and encourage chil- 
dren, and to preserve our Nation’s character 
and our culture; and then, number two, 
peace, in our schools, on our streets, and yes, 
all around the world; and then, third one, 
jobs, both for those who are seeking work 
and for graduates entering the work force. 

I might add, at long last our national econ- 
omy is beginning to move. It’s recovering, 
and consumer confidence, you might have 
seen it yesterday, is starting back up, is re- 
turning. 

These legacies, all of them don’t always 
translate into sound bites, but they are defi- 
nitely sound policy. Senator Barry Goldwater 
and Senator John McCain have both been 
at the forefront in helping to establish these 
legacies and in building a sound Republican 
policy, policy that sees problems as some- 
thing more than excuses bor new centralized, 
mandated programs. This is the message I 
will be taking to the American people in the 
fall, and this is the message that is going to 
win for us not only the White House but con- 
trol of the Congress. You watch and see, now. 

What we are trying to do is to offer innova- 
tion and change. American industries lead 
the world in growth and efficiency. America 
is the world’s leading exporter, producing 
$422 billion worth last year alone, $422 bil- 
lion. Over the past 5 years, our exports have 
supported 7 million jobs. These are impres- 
sive accomplishments, a record of economic 
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growth and international competitiveness to 
make any country proud. 

Instead of excuses, we're offering edu- 
cation. More than one of four American 
workers has a college degree; another 20 per- 
cent have at least a year of college. Through 
this program we've got, the break-the-mold 
school program, and parental choice and 
choice for public, private, or religious schools 
for their children I might add, our America 
2000 initiative for education: it is new; it is 
revolutionary, and it doesn’t mandate it from 
Washington. It says let the communities, let 
the States, let the families have a say in de- 
ciding what kind of education is best for our 
own children. 

And yes, we are opening more and more 
doors of opportunity for Americans. And now 
we must address ways that we can strengthen 
our national spirit and return to the bedrock 
principles, faith, family, that made our Na- 
tion great. I would hate to be taking a case 
to the American people in the fall that was 
predicated on everything being bad, that the 
only way you can win is if the country’s going 
to hell in a handbasket. We are America, and 
we are moving forward. And by fall we are 
going to show them that the positive message 
of change is the message of hope for the 
American people. 

John McCain and I have the responsibility 
to provide the leadership that we need, the 
country needs, to get back to sound prin- 
ciples upon which our Nation was founded, 
principles that helped make us the world’s 
leading Nation and principles that gave us 
a standard of living that is the envy of the 
entire world. 

The cynics say that social conditions are 
too bad to turn around. And the skeptics say 
that faith and ideals are puny and incon- 
sequential when put up against the problems 
that we face as a Nation. Well, I think they're 
wrong. I believe, along with Calvin Coolidge, 
“there is no force so democratic as the force 
of an ideal.” I believe that the forces of char- 
acter, of compassion, and goodness will ulti- 
mately triumph over the forces that can only 
tear down a destroy. 

Tonight, as soon as we finish here, I’m 
going to be going back to Los —- to 
check on the progress of Federal aid efforts 
out there and to expand on my ideas for an 
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urban agenda, an agenda of hope and oppor- 
tunity in all our cities. I might say I am very 
proud of the rapid response of our Federal 
Agencies to that crisis out there: the Army, 
the Marines, there to restore law and order; 
the SBA and HUD and Labor and FEMA 
and Agriculture and HHS and others, too. 
They responded fast. We did it in a coordi- 
nated way, and all of them did very, very well. 

But I am less proud of the fact that the 
Congress has not moved on our program to 
bring instant hope to the cities, not just Los 
Angeles but the cities all across our country, 
on enterprise zones or on the other proposals 
that we’ve made that would instantly bring 
hope to the cities. I challenge the Congress 
right here and now: Please take action. Let’s 
set the partisanship aside for just long 
enough to get something done to help people 
in this country. 

So let the others out there take their mes- 
sage of pessimism. They say that America’s 
best days are behind us. The truth is that 
our Nation stands at a pinnacle of achieve- 
ment that is unmatched. We are the unques- 
tioned leader of the free world, which now 
includes more countries than ever before. All 
those new democracies are looking to Amer- 
ica, to the United States of America, for lead- 
ership. 

Yes, there is much left to be done in our 
own country. But many of the changes that 
we are pushing are stuck up there on Capitol 
Hill. There was no one who wants to work 
cooperatively with Congress any more than 
I do. And from my very first State of the 
Union Address I held out my hand and said, 
“The people didn’t send us here to bicker, 
let’s try to get something done.” 

I don’t think there’s anyone, I might say, 
who has been a better friend up there on 
Capitol Hill than John McCain because he 
understands these principles. He advocates 
them, articulates them. We bent over back- 
wards to try to get the liberals who control 
the Congress to support our efforts to re- 
form, reform programs that simply are not 
working anymore. We've tried to change 
things that aren’t working. Now, the time has 
come to change the control of the United 
States Congress itself and watch this country 
move forward. 
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There is a mood for change. There was 
talk in all of them. The Nation needs an infu- 
sion of fresh, new Republican Congressmen 
and Senators who will be statesmen, like 
Barry Goldwater, like John McCain, leaders 
willing to try out new ideas. We unveiled this 
plan for the cities, and some cynics out there 
on the Democratic side are saying, “These 
aren't new. You proposed them before.” 
They are new because they have not been 
tried. We need people who will put the best 
interest of the Nation first and foremost. 

There are other problems that Govern- 
ment alone cannot reverse. At the top of the 
list is action to restore the American family. 
Simply put, our children cannot dream the 
American dream when they are living a 
nightmare. Look at a few brief and sad facts. 
In comparison with other industrialized 
countries, the Census Bureau found that the 
United States has the highest divorce rate, 
the highest number of children involved in 
divorce, the highest teenage pregnancy rates, 
the highest abortion rates, the highest per- 
centage of children living in a single-parent 
household, the highest percentage of violent 
deaths among our precious young. These are 
not the kinds of records that we want to have 
as a great country. 

Our Federal Government, of course, we 
have responsibilities. As President, I’ve got 
responsibilities in all of this. We must do 
more. We must do what we can. The Amer- 
ican people must do those things that Gov- 
ernment cannot do. Government can and 
must provide school choice, but parents must 
read to their kids and instill a love for learn- 
ing. Government can and must fight crime, 
but fathers and mothers must teach dis- 
cipline and instill values in their children. 
Government can and must foster American 
competitiveness, but parents must teach the 
kids the dignity of work. 

To paraphrase that great philosopher of 
the silver hair, Barbara Bush—{laughter]— 
what you teach at your house is more impor- 
tant than what happens at the White House. 
And she is absolutely right about that. 

So we're a country that has a lot of prob- 
lems, big problems. But I am absolutely con- 
vinced we can solve them. We have laid the 
groundwork, and we've developed sound 
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plans. We can transform America into the 
Nation we all want her to be. 

It hasn’t been much fun in the political 
arena lately. We've been hammered out 
there a little bit. Somebody said that builds 
character. I said, I’m a little long on character 
and looking forward to a change. 

But let me tell you this. I am quietly con- 
fident about the election this fall. In sum, 
I am absolutely convinced as this economy 
moves back, as we sort out where everybody 
stands on these highly complex issues, when 
the country assesses the fact that we are at 
peace and that our children go to bed at night 
with less fear of nuclear war—and that is a 
major accomplishment of which I am very 
proud to have been a part—and it’s when 
we get in focus the agenda, see who wants 
to pass this agenda of hope and opportunity 
and who wants to stifle it, when we take for- 
ward the values that you and I believe in to 
the American people again this fall on family 
and faith, I am absolutely convinced we're 
going to win this election. We are going to 
win it. We're going to transform our prob- 
lems into challenging opportunities to realize 
the American dream. 

Thank you for your fantastic support for 
our great Senator. May God bless you, and 
may God bless the United States of America, 
the freest and greatest country on the face 
of the Earth. Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:23 p.m. at 
the Phoenix Civic Plaza. In his remarks, he 
referred to Jim Click, Bush-Quayle Arizona 
finance chairman; Gerald Davis, chairman, 
Arizona Republican Party; and Richard Jack- 
son, pastor, North Phoenix Baptist Church. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 





May 23 


Volunteers of the Senior Companion Program 
(SCP), of Racine, WI 
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May 25 
Bruce Mayville, of Rochester, NY 
May 26 


Volunteers of PPG/Langley Partnership in 
Education, of Pittsburgh, PA 


May 27 
Volunteers of STRIVE, Inc., of Newton, NC 
May 28 


Volunteers of Shepherd Ministries, Inc., of 
Cincinnati, OH 


May 29 
Stephanie Rivard-Lucas, of Houston, TX 





Digest of Other 
ite House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 





May 25 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush participated in a Memorial Day cere- 
mony at the American Legion Post in 
Kennebunkport, ME. 

In the afternoon, they returned to Wash- 
ington, DC, from a Memorial Day holiday 
weekend stay at their home in 
Kennebunkport. 


May 26 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—domestic advisers; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Blue Angels pilots. 


May 27 
In the morning, the President met at the 
White House with: 
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—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner. 

The President traveled to Annapolis, MD, 
and returned to Washington, DC, in the 
afternoon. He then met with Mayor Teddy 
Kollek of Jerusalem. 

Later, the President traveled to Atlanta, 
GA, where he attended a Bush-Quayle fund- 
raising dinner and returned to Washington, 
DC, in the evening. 


May 28 

The President held morning meetings at 
the White House with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Phoenix, AZ, where he addressed Arizona 
delegates to the Republican Party Conven- 
tion. In the evening, the President traveled 
to Los Angeles, CA. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Marshall Lee Miller, of Virginia, 
to be a member of the U.S. Advisory Com- 
mission on Public Diplomacy for a term ex- 
piring July 1, 1994. He would succeed Edwin 
J. Feulner, Jr. Currently Mr. Miller serves 
as a partner with the law firm of Baker and 
Hostetler in Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Max M. Kampelman, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to be a member of the 
Board of Directors of the United States Insti- 
tute of Peace for a term expiring January 19, 
1995. He would succeed Morris I. Leibman. 
Currently Dr. Kampelman serves as a part- 
ner with the law firm of Fried, Frank, Harris, 
Shriver and Jacobson in Washington, DC. 


May 29 
In the morning, the President toured the 
Los Angeles Disaster Application Center. 
Later, he met with State and local officials. 
Following his afternoon address to the 
Town Hall of California, the President met 
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with former President Ronald Reagan. The 
President then addressed the Los Angeles 
Sheriffs Youth Athletic League after touring 
their facilities. 

In the evening, the President addressed 
the Asian/Pacific American Heritage Presi- 
dential Dinner. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint James Robert Beall, of Virginia, to 
be a member of the Interstate Commission 
on the Potomac River Basin. He would suc- 
ceed Frank J. Donatelli. Currently Mr. Beall 
serves as an associate and project manager 
of William H. Gordon and Associates in 
Woodbridge, VA. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Norman R. Augustine, of Maryland, 
to be Governor on the Board of Governors 
of the American National Red Cross, for a 
term of 3 years. He would succeed George 
F. Moody. He will also be designated as prin- 
cipal officer of the Corporation. Currently 
Mr. Augustine serves as chairman and chief 
executive officer of the Martin Marietta 
Corp. in Bethesda, MD. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary that are neither 
printed as items nor covered by entries in 
the Digest of Other White House Announce- 
ments. 





Released May 26 


Fact sheet: 
FDA biotechnology food policy 





950 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on biotechnology food pol- 
icy—by Louis Sullivan, Secretary of Health 
and Human Services; David Kessler, Com- 
missioner of Food and Drugs; Michael 
Boskin, Chairman of the Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers; C. Boyden Gray, Counsel to 
the President 


Released May 27 
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